
Bertha Sanchez Must Have Been Magic 
Bertha Sanchez must have been magic. I am beginning to believe 
that’s true. She was able to turn people into neighbors, houses 
into a neighborhood, individual concerns into organized action. 
You might not accept this to be so, but over the last 30 plus years, 
I have witnessed extraordinary things, things that made me 
scratch my head and wonder.   
It must have been almost three decades ago when she asked me to 
join our neighborhood association, 
HANCSM.  “Oh no,” I protested. “I am 
too busy.”  “Do it for a little while,” she 
nudged. “Just until we get street sweep-
ing started again, and keep some of these 
negative folks from hanging around the 
community center.”  Two decades later, I 
am still here, championing whatever 
cause she felt North Central needed. 
I must admit, I was intrigued from the 
beginning. She didn’t look like the typi-
cal community heroes seen in the mov-
ies. She didn’t chain herself to fences or 
shout when she spoke. She didn’t delib-
erately affiliate herself with movers and 
shakers.  She just walked calmly through 
the world with the certainty that she was 
right and the confidence that others 
would soon realize that to be so. It 
must've been her love of humanity and 
her dedication to North Central that 
drove her.  
Bertha faced obstacles that many of us 
never knew about. She once spoke about 
her missionary work outside the country. 
While she loved the work, it sometimes came with danger. The 
danger never deterred her, so why would she be dissuaded by 
what North Central needed.  
In actuality, Bertha worked in many professions. All of them had 
similar themes, caring and community involvement. 

• Peninsula Emergency Dept. - Nurse 
• Mills Hospital Rehab Unit - Nurse  
• Project Concern International, Hong Kong,            
  Appalachia in Tennessee, Four Corners in New Mexico,  
  Lower Rio Grande Valley in Texas, Vietnam, Tijuana,  
  Guatemala, San Diego– Chief Nurse, Nurse Volunteer 
• Jefferson High School, Daly City – School Nurse 
• Girl Scouts of America – Nurse, Assistant Camp Director  
• City of San Mateo Planning Commissioner - eight years 
(1999-2007) 
• SM/Foster City/Burlingame/Hillsborough Leadership Ad-
visory Board Member 
• San Mateo Economic Development Committee Member 

• New Library Steering Committee Member 
• Superintendent selection SM/FC School District – Inter-
view Panel 
• Winter Shelter Task Force Member 
• HANCSM, Board Member & Co-President 
• Police Chief selection, San Mateo – Interview Panel 
• International Nursing with Project Concern  
• Girl Scout Troop leader – San Mateo 

Bertha Sanchez refused to accept the inevitable 
downward slide that engulfs most struggling 
neighborhoods. Instead, she was quick to move 
against those who would normalize destructive 
decisions, decisions that could push North-
Central to the fringes of society. She fought 
consistently for policies that help to move us 
forward. For example, North Central, she 
would say, has accommodated far more than its 
fair share of businesses other neighborhoods 
find distasteful. It is time for the rest of the city 
to do its part. As I mentioned, she was magic. 
She ran for a seat on the City Council in 2009, 
describing herself as “a resident of San Mateo 
who believes in the goodness of our communi-
ty.”   It didn’t work out, but that didn’t bother 
her one bit. When the election was over, she 
took a casino bus trip, one of her favorite activ-
ities, came home and got back to serving the 
city.  Bertha said she might have won if she had 
accepted help from some people already in 
power.  That worried her. She feared it might 
have made her obligated to do their bidding. 
She wanted to be free to follow her conscience.  

I wonder if Bertha ever quit on anything once she started. I sus-
pect not. She was willing to put our concerns before City Coun-
cil, bump heads with developers, when needed, and caution chari-
ty organizations to be good neighbors while they provide their 
services. I guess some might call her hardheaded, or determined. 
Whatever it was, it benefited San Mateo. Whatever it was, it 
helped impart skills to others on how to build a neighborhood and 
make it stronger. Whatever it was, it was impressive. 
Once Bertha set her sights on a goal, she would never let go. For-
tunately for us, North Central was her goal. It was as though she 
held our neighborhood in the palm of her hand. She believed 
firmly that our neighborhood could be a thriving force in the 
mainstream of the city. Her belief was so strong that she made all 
of us believe too. 
How many of us joined HANCSM not only because we thought 
we could make a difference in our community, but because Ber-
tha asked us to. It was hard to say no to Bertha, especially when 
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she was on a mission. And it was clear that North Central was her 
mission. She was forever energetic, positive, and focused on what 
could be.  
Where others were willing to write off the area, she saw a place 
where people were preparing to make their mark, raise their chil-
dren, make their contribution to San Mateo and the world. 
I painted a portrait of Bertha a couple of years ago. It hung in the 
main library’s gallery for well over a month. She was in her sap-
phire silk blouse which made her stand out just a bit from the rest 
of the crowd. She sat at a dinner table looking out toward the 
public. The look on her face was, hopeful, intelligent and com-
passionate. I titled it “True Believer,” and that’s how I will al-
ways remember her.  
San Mateo and North Central lost an incredible person this 
month, Bertha Sanchez. It is a loss so great I worry about our 
ability to recover. It seems there should be special rules for peo-
ple like Bertha, rules that allow them to live almost forever.  
However, we all know the universe doesn’t make mistakes. As 
much as we will miss her, we will have to carry on. We will have 
to find a way to continue the meetings, keep our neighbors in-
formed, support policies that strengthen North Central and push 
back on those that don’t.  
So many people have contacted me and offered their condolences 
for HANCSM’s loss. They said so many deep and wonderful 
things about Bertha Sanchez. I found myself fighting back tears 
as I listened. She was in many ways, what they wanted to be, the 
community organizer who never would quit, or the person who 
would rail against the clichés about neighborhoods of people of 
color.  She was to them, the person who saw people as equal, 
despite income or education. She could have been them. She 
could have been all of us. 
Michelle Obama said, "Greatness comes from recognizing the 
innate dignity and worth of all our people.”  She said “the city is 
big enough to have a place for us all." Maybe they were saying 
Bertha embodied that sentiment.  
HANCSM and a strong North Central will be Bertha’s legacy. 
We will keep it strong. We can do this. Bertha Sanchez must 

have been magic. Now it’s time for us to be magical too. 
Jane Williams 

HANCSM Co-President 
 

Holiday Ice Skating in the Park 
Central Park - Fitzgerald Field 
Friday, Nov 11-Mon Jan 16 

- Rink available for birthday parties, private parties, and cor-
porate events 
- Beginner lessons with certified trainers 

Snacks and drinks available including hot chocolate 
www.sanmateoonice.com  

 
 

Poplar Avenue Construction  
The Poplar construction is about 50% complete. The construction 
is anticipated to be completed by January 2017. Below are the 
key task items for the work. 
  
Current Phase/Work: 

· Curb extensions along Humboldt Avenue will be completed 
by the end of October. 

 
  

Upcoming Construction Activities: 
· The contractor will start work on the median along Poplar 
Avenue beginning on the week of October 17, 2016. 
· There will be a partial road closure along Poplar Avenue 
from Humboldt Avenue to Amphlett Blvd. 

o   Traffic control will detour drivers going westbound 
on Poplar Avenue onto US 101 south. 
o   Left turn movement is restricted coming from the off 
ramp from US 101 to southbound of Amphlett Blvd. 
o   Idaho St. and Amphlett Blvd. access across Poplar 
will be permanently closed off. 

  
Road Closure/Traffic Impacts: 

· The construction/lane closure period is limited to 8:30am to 
4:30pm, Monday to Friday. Saturday work may be required. 
Notice will be issued by the end of this week for this closure.  
· Access to the freeway ramps will be maintained at all times. 
However, if necessary to close the off the ramps, we’ll pro-
vide two weeks advance notice to residents and Caltrans. 

Otis Chan, P.E., Senior Engineer, Public Works 
 

Traffic Forum 

Since the Traffic Forum outreach was completed in May, City 
staff has been developing the Traffic Action Plans (TAP) for each 
neighborhood.  The TAPS will be developed in the order that the 
top 10 concerns from the individual steering committees were 
submitted.  
  
The City has recently hired a new Associate Engineer, Bethany 
Lopez, to prepare the TAPs in house.  We anticipate that the 
TAPs for all neighborhoods will move forward in a timely matter 
as a result of this new hire.  The North Central steering commit-
tee has not submitted their top 10 concerns to the City as of 
yet.  Staff is currently completing the first two TAPs for Bay-
wood and Sunnybrae.  The anticipated schedule is to prepare one 
TAP per month in the order they were received.  The TAP design 
for the North Central neighborhood will be scheduled when the 
top 10 list is submitted.  
  
The City understands the neighborhoods’ frustration with the 
increased traffic through the area.  Many of the neighborhoods 
adjacent to US-101 and SR-92 have also expressed their concerns 
and desire to mitigate traffic issues as soon as possible.   Staff is 
committed to making meaningful improvements to the betterment 
of the community.  In order to receive further updates 
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HANSCM Board 
Jane Williams - Co-President: 342-6795 

Wesley Taoka—Secretary: 344-7987 
Christine Alford - Bd Member: 685-7879 

Joanne Bennett—Board Member: 340-9699 
Mike Caggiano - Board Member: 342-8244  
Dorothy Chow - Board Member: 343-3894 
Enrique Diaz - Board Member: 347-7418 
Emanuel Huff - Board Member: 342-0102 
Joshua Hugg - Board Member: 579-7369 
Karen Jensen - Board Member: 375-8191 

Ben Toy - Board Member: (415) 370-8491 
Dianne Whitaker - Bd Member: 343-4340 

Tracey Kobayashi—Bd Member: 868-7246 
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Home Association of North Central San Mateo 
JOIN NOW!  As a member, you will receive a newsletter, attend informative meetings, and be represented at City and Coun-
ty meetings. You will also have the opportunity to meet your neighbors in a spirit of cooperation and shared interest. Please 
include your email address so we can keep you informed. Your email will not be shared with anyone and we use blind copy 
so others will not see your address. 

 
Name: Mr. Ms. Mrs.____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address:_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone: _____________________email:_______________________ Occupation/Interest:_____________________________ 
 
Circle one: Homeowner - Renter - Business Property Owner - Associate Member (outside of North Central) 
Do you want to be called prior to each meeting?     Y ES     NO 
Basic Dues  ($10.00 /year/voting member or $20.00/household; $25/business) Dues:______________ 
   
 Donation:__________                                     
                                                               Make check payable to HANCSM 
  TOTAL:___________                         Mail to: HANCSM, c/o King Center 
                                                                             725 Monte Diablo Ave., San Mateo, CA 94401 

on the Traffic Forum process, please vis-
it www.cityofsanmateo.org/traffic and sign up for email alerts. 

Tracy A. Scramaglia, P.E., Public Works  
 

King Center Activities 

Holiday Fun Camp 
Join us as we celebrate the holidays through tons of games, 
sports, crafts, music, cooking, and more. Each day is guaranteed 
to be a funtastic time with our energetic and supportive staff. 

M-F 12:30-5:45pm $68 12/19-12/23 
T-F 12:30-5:45pm $55 12/27-12/30 
T-F 12:30-5:45pm $55  1/3-1/6 

No School-Kid’s Day 
Join the staff and your friends for a day of FUN! Kids will partic-
ipate in games, arts and crafts, cooking and sports. Spaces are 
limited. Early registration is recommended.  Children must cur-
rently be enrolled in 1st grade through 5th grade. 

M   7:30-6:00pm  $39R/$49NR 10/31 

Teen Resource Center 
In a positive and relaxing environment, teens will be able to con-
centrate on their main tasks, homework and studying.  Partici-
pants will have access to computers, resource materials, and plen-
ty of quiet time to get their work done! 
 M-Th 3:30-6:00pm FREE  8/17-12/15 
 

Friday Night Fun 
Looking for something fun to do on Friday Nights? King Center's 
Friday Night Fun offers a safe, energetic, exciting and adven-
turous environment for teens. We plan activities ranging from 
tournaments, crafts, games, sports, drama and much more. 

Table Pong Tourney     F  6:30-8:45pm FREE 10/28 
Win, Lose or Draw      F  6:30-8:45pm FREE 11/4 
Thanksgiving Dinner   F  6:30-8:45pm FREE 11/18 
It’s Taboo   F  6:30-8:45pm FREE 12/2 
Dance Battle    F  6:30-8:45pm FREE 12/9 
Board Game Mania   F  6:30-8:45pm FREE 12/16 
Holiday Brkfast/Movie F  6:30-8:45pm FREE 12/23 
Birthday Bash  F  6:30-8:45pm FREE 12/30 

VolunTEEN 
Youth Service Learning is now VolunTEEN!  This program is 
designed to give middle and high school students an opportunity 
to volunteer for one or multiple days during a session.  Develop 
new skills, make a difference, and expand your horizons, because 
one person can make a difference! **Transportation is included 
on most trips and will depart from the King Community Center. 

  Middle School:   
     Sa     8:30am-11:30am  FREE 11/5 GLIDE**  
  High School:  
    Sa  11:00am-2:00pm   FREE    11/19   Event Prep/SM High  
    Sa   12:00—2:00pm  FREE 12/10 Event -Beresford  
 

PAL 
(Must be a PAL Member to register. PAL Membership is FREE! 

Register at www.sanmateopal.org) 
Create a Holiday Ornament: Ages 11-14yrs 
Come join PAL and make your holiday ornaments extraordinary.  
We will teach you trick san techniques to decorate your ornament 
that will amaze your friends and family! 
 T     4:15-6:15pm      $5 12/13   
 
Fall Crafts  

Make a Thanksgiving Centerpiece: Ages 5-10yrs 
Get in the spirit of the season. Design and create a festive addi-
tion to your Thanksgiving table with your very own hand-made 
centerpiece. Join PAL for a day of Fall fun and creativity! 
 Th 4:15-5:15pm $5 11/17 
 
Girls Volleyball “Step It Up” 

Volleyball 'Step it Up’, is an intermediate course and intended for 
those who have mastered the basics skills.   Serving, setting, hit-
ting, and blocking will be taught through interactive drills and 
games.  Your child will refine their individual skill set and com-
munication on the court. (No class on 11/23) 
 W   5:00-6:00pm    $38R/$48NR 11/2-12/14 

(Continued on page 4) 
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725 Monte Diablo Ave.  
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King Center Activities (continued) 
 

Gymnastics  

Designed for children to increase their fine and gross motor de-
velopment, these classes teach children in a structured, yet play-
ful environment that fosters self-esteem and social interaction. 
Children will develop their strength, flexibility and coordination 
through the use of uneven bars, balance beams, and tumbling 
mats. (No Class on 10/27 & 11/24) 
 Tumble Tots I 3-4yrs Th 2:30-3:15pm $143R/$168NR
 9/15-12/15 

 Tumble Tots II  4-5yrs Th 3:15-4:00pm $143R/$168NR
 9/15-12/15 
 
Snowflakes and Winter Wind Workshop Ages 4-6yrs 

Be a part of our Holiday Festival of Dance. In this short course, 
we will explore the fundamentals of dance while learning the 
Snowflake and the Winter Wind Dance. Boys and Girls are wel-
come! (No class on 11/24) 
 Th   4:30-5:15pm    $70R/$86NR 10/27-12/8 
 
Turkey Time Crafts: age 4-6 yrs. 

Door Hangings and table decorations are a few of the possible 
projects for this Thanksgiving craft class for preschoolers. Kids 
will enjoy creating weekly fun holiday crafts. 
Course # 71413 Tu 4:00-4:45pm $30R/38NR 11/15-11/29 
 
Open Gym: Ages 18 and up 

ADULT DROP-IN BASKETBALL with running clock 
All skill levels welcome—teams are made up on a drop-in 
basis. 
August 16-December 15 
Tuesdays & Thursdays, 6:30-8:30pm 

VOLLEYBALL OPEN GYM 
All skill levels wel-
come—teams are made 
up on a drop-in basis. 
August 17-December 14 
Wednesdays 6:30-8:30pm 

 

PUBLIC MEETING 
Thursday, October 27 

6:30 to 8:30pm 
 

King Center 
725 Monte Diablo 

 
Topics:  

Code Enforcement 
San Mateo Police Department report 

Traffic Forum 
What's happening in San Mateo 

 
Light refreshments served.  

Please be prompt. 
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